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Then they reached Jericho, and as Jesus and his disciples left town, 
a large crowd followed Him. A blind beggar named Bartimaeus was 
sitting by the wayside. 

When Bartimaeus heard that Jesus of Nazareth was nearby, he began to 
shout, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”

“Be quiet!” Many of the people yelled at him. But he only shouted 
louder. “Son of David, have mercy on me!”

When Jesus heard him, he stopped and said, “Tell him to come here.” 
So they called the blind man. “Cheer up,” they said. “Come on, He’s 
calling you!”

Bartimaeus threw aside his beggar’s coat, jumped up, and came to Jesus.

“What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked. “My Rabbi,” the 
blind man. “I want to see!” 

And Jesus said to him, “Go, for your faith has healed you.” Instantly, 
the man could see, and he followed Jesus down the road.



D a y  O n e
B y  t h e  W a y s i d e



I want to introduce you to Bartimaeus. 

As we read his story in Mark 10, we discover some interesting things 
about his life. Most of them would be perceived as negative…

He was blind. He was poor. He had to beg for a living. People told him 
to shut up.

However, the most peculiar thing about Bartimaeus’ situation is that he 
sat by the wayside. We might think (and some translations simply say) 
he’s just sitting on the side of the road. But when I began understanding 
what “wayside” meant, I knew what I was learning had the power to 
change my life, and yours as well – if you’ll let it. 

In those days, Jericho had main roads on which the upper-class citizens 
would travel. Beyond them were freshwater ditches that carried water to 
the homes of the wealthy. Past the freshwater ditches, there was another 
set of ditches called the wayside, or more accurately, the “waste side.” It 
was the sewage system. 

Blind Bartimaeus had to beg for a living but wasn’t begging by the main 
road, where the people who had the most money walked. Rather he was 
sitting by the sewer, smelling the crap of the people of Jericho. Why? 
Because when you feel hopeless you tend to surround yourself with more 
hopelessness. Bartimaeus is sitting by crap because he feels like crap.

Yet even in the wayside, Jesus still showed up. God often shows up in the 
last place you’d expect to find him. 

I don’t know what your “wayside” might be. It might be a sour relationship, 
physical or mental illness, or an impossible financial situation. Every day, 
you feel as if you’re surrounded by crap. You’ve been stuck for so long 
that you’ve accepted things will never change. 

If Jesus showed up at the wayside of Bartimaeus’ life, he can show up at 
the wayside of yours. 

Scripture
Psalm 139:8 (GWT) If I go up to 
heaven, you are there. If I make my 
bed in hell, you are there.

Think About It
Take a moment to thank God 
for being with you, even at your 
“wayside.” Don’t be afraid to tell 
him how crappy what you’ve been 
experiencing has been. 



D a y  t w o
O v e r c o m i n g
L a b e l s



Before his encounter with Jesus, Bartimaeus was a blind beggar who lived 
in crap. After coming into contact with Jesus, he regained his vision and 
joyfully followed Jesus down the road. It was nothing short of a miracle. 

To get out of our waysides, we need miraculous encounters with Jesus as 
well. However, receiving a miracle is not “magic.” There was a way that 
Bartimaeus approached Jesus that led him there. He had to overcome 
things and stay persistent to receive what Jesus had for him. 

Over the next couple of days, we will learn from Bartimaeus about how 
to get out of our waysides. My prayer is that you encounter Jesus in a 
more miraculous way than you ever have before. 

The first thing that Bartimaeus had to overcome on the way to his miracle 
was his label. 

When the Bible speaks about Bartimaeus, his label precedes his name. 
He wasn’t referred to as, “Bartimaeus who was a blind beggar,” but rather 
“a blind beggar named Bartimaeus.” What he was, not who he was, took 
center stage in his life. 

Have you ever been labeled? Perhaps you’ve been called fat, dramatic, 
broke, divorced, stupid, or emotional. If you aren’t careful, those labels 
can become your identity. It’s easy to believe the lie that you don’t deserve 
the grace, plans, or miracles of God when others have devalued you.

Even though it probably bothered him, Bartimaeus’ didn’t allow the label 
of “blind beggar” to prohibit him from pursuing Jesus. 

It’s not until you pursue Jesus that you begin to find out who you truly 
are. Don’t let labels limit you from experiencing God’s love and the plans 
he has for you. Pursue Jesus, aka, the Truth. As you grow closer to Jesus, 
he will remove the negative labels and re-label you as his own. 

Scripture
Ephesians 2:10 (NLT) For we are 
God’s masterpiece. He has created 
us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can 
do the good things he planned for us 
long ago. 

Think About It
Have you accepted labels that others 
have placed on you? Ask God to 
help you see yourself as his child, a 
masterpiece that he loves. 



D a y  t h r e e
H o w  D o  Y o u 
A d d r e s s  J e s u s ?



When Jesus was walking on the earth, there were a lot of mixed reviews 
about him. Some believed he was a powerful teacher. Others thought he 
was a prophet sent to point people to God. Some crazy people thought 
he was empowered by demons! 

There were a lot of opinions about Jesus, but very few believed that he 
was the Son of God. Not many people recognized that he was the long-
awaited Messiah who came to save the world from sin. 

In Mark 10, Bartimaeus gets Jesus’ attention by calling him the “Son 
of David.” Using this title was an acknowledgement that Bartimaeus 
believed Jesus was the Savior whom God had promised, since many Old 
Testament prophesies stated the Messiah would come from the family 
line of King David (2 Samuel 7:12-13, Isaiah 9:7). 

If I could translate it for you in my own words, what Bartimaeus was 
saying to Jesus was this: 

“Jesus, I believe you aren’t just another man, but rather the Son of God. 
You’re the Savior who came to change everything for us. You’re not just a 
teacher or a miracle-worker, you’re our King, our God!” 

Jesus isn’t just another teacher, prophet, or good guy. He is the all-
powerful Son of God who has the power to not only open up blind eyes 
but also forgive sin and give new life. 

Bartimaeus believed this, addressed Jesus as the “Son of David,” and 
experienced his miraculous power personally. How are you addressing 
Jesus? It’s not until you believe in who Jesus is that his power can be 
activated in your life. 

Scripture
Hebrews 11:6 (TPT) Without faith it 
would be impossible to please God. 
For we come to God in faith knowing 
that he is real and that he rewards 
those who give all their passion and 
strength into seeking him. 

Think About It
Do you fully believe in the power of 
Jesus? Do you believe that as God, he 
has the power to do anything in your 
life? If any part of you is unsure, ask 
him to help your unbelief. 



D a y  f o u r
D e a l i n g  w i t h 
H a t e r s



Even though Bartimaeus had the right approach in calling out to Jesus, 
the people around him didn’t like it. As he shouted, they told him to shut 
his mouth! 

Blind Bartimaeus called to Jesus in the middle of highly religious culture. 
This crowd may have been taught that perfection is what attracted God’s 
blessing. There was no room for sin, mistakes, impairments, sickness, or 
disease. If you weren’t perfect, you had better cover it up and pretend 
like you were. 

When they looked at Bartimaeus, they saw the opposite of perfection. 
They saw imperfection at it’s finest. He was blind. He was a beggar. He 
was sitting in sewage. I’m sure they thought he did something to earn 
that lot in life, assuming it was punishment for some type of sin, and that 
a godly teacher like Jesus would never respond to this outcast. 

But Jesus didn’t come for those who look like they have it all together. 
He came for the imperfect, the broken, the needy. Often the pride of 
perfectionism prevents people from recognizing their need for Jesus, but 
Bartimaeus knew he needed mercy and wasn’t ashamed to beg for it! 

Even though Bartimaeus was pursing God’s best for his life, he developed 
haters who were trying to stop him.  

Sometimes we experience opposition, not when we’re doing things 
wrong, but when we’re doing things right.  

In your life, the more closely you follow the plans Jesus has for you, the 
more opposition you will encounter. Jesus frequently offended people, 
and the more you operate as he did, so will you. You will have haters 
along the way. 

Bartimaeus didn’t allow haters to stop him but took it as a sign that he 
was headed in the right direction. He just shouted louder. In the same 
way, your haters can serve as confirmation that you are walking in your 
calling. Keep going! 

Scripture
James 1:2 (NLT) Dear brothers and 
sisters, when troubles of any kind 
come your way, consider it an 
opportunity for great joy. 

Think About It
Have you been discouraged by people 
who don’t support your pursuit of 
Jesus? Ask God for the strength to 
forgive them as you continue moving 
toward the miraculous in your life.



D a y  f i v e
D r a w n  t o 
D e s p e r a t i o n



Bartimaeus was never passive in his pursuit of Jesus. 

When he was informed that Jesus was in the vicinity, he shouted out for 
him. When people told him to shut it, he shouted louder. 

Bartimaeus didn’t care what he looked like. He wasn’t discouraged by 
the glares he was receiving. He wasn’t concerned about looking silly, 
annoying, over the top, or desperate. 

The truth is that he was desperate. In that society, his blindness meant 
he was an outcast who couldn’t work or take care of himself. When he 
knew Jesus was close, he knew it was his one chance for a fresh start, and 
he was desperate for change. 

Even though Jesus was on a mission to save the universe, he stopped 
when he heard the shouts of a blind beggar. Jesus didn’t view a blind 
beggar in the way everyone else did; instead, with compassion, he saw his 
child who was desperate for him. 

My life is insanely busy with leading a church, writing books, traveling 
to preach, being a husband, etc. However, any time one of my kids calls 
out for me, I instantly stop what I’m doing to be there for them. There’s 
nothing else that I love more in the world. 

Understanding the affection God has for you will change the way that 
you approach him. When you truly start to grasp how crazy he is about 
you, it will change the way that you call out to him. As you develop 
confidence in the fact that you are a child dearly loved by your perfect 
Father, you will instinctively become more bold in your pursuit of Jesus 
and the miraculous in your life. 

And as you get more desperate for Jesus, his compassion is activated. He 
is drawn to your desperation. 

Scripture
James 4:8 (NIV) Come near to God 
and he will come near to you…

Think About It
Do you pursue God in a way that 
shows you are desperate for him? 
Share with him the areas in which 
you feel inadequate and need him to 
show up. 



D a y  s i x
T h r o w  A s i d e
Y o u r  C o a t



When Jesus called him over, Bartimaeus did something interesting as he 
went. He threw off his coat. Now, this wasn’t just any old coat... 

In those days, if you were unemployed or couldn’t earn a living, you 
would have to go to the government and apply for a beggar’s coat. These 
coats were not issued to just anybody. They were only given to those 
deemed incapable of providing for themselves – usually the handicapped, 
disabled, or widowed. 

A beggar’s coat legitimized you as a beggar. It permitted you to beg for 
what you needed to survive. Roman citizens knew that if someone had 
one on, they were allowed to receive donations. If a beggar didn’t have 
the coat, they couldn’t make any money and would probably die. 

Considering there were large crowds following Jesus, when Bartimaeus 
throws off his coat, it would likely get trampled on and lost among the 
people. Most likely, he would never see it again. 

That put Bartimaeus in a tough position. He obviously believed, hoped, 
and expected Jesus to restore his eyesight, but...what if he didn’t? 
Bartimaeus would be left with no options! 

In tossing aside his coat, he was making a statement. He wanted Jesus to 
know he no longer needed Plan B because he fully trusted whatever plans 
Jesus had for him. He became independent of everything the world had 
to offer him as he became fully dependent on Jesus. He threw aside the 
old because he desired the new that was available to him through Jesus.

When you follow Jesus, he will continually invite you to put away old 
things for new ones. To put away old habits for new disciplines. To toss 
aside old fears for new adventures. To get rid of old sin and discover new 
freedom. To put away the old you to become more like Him.

If we are willing to let go of old things, whatever they may be, we will get 
to experience new life and the fullness of the plan God has for us. 

Scripture
Colossians 3:9-10 (NLT) For you have 
stripped off your old sinful nature 
and all its wicked deeds. Put on 
your new nature, and be renewed as 
you learn to know your Creator and 
become like him.

Think About It
What might you need to give up 
to step into what Jesus has for you? 
Jesus came through for Bartimaeus 
when he let go and fully trusted, and 
you can have confidence he’ll do the 
same for you! 



D a y  s e v e n
C h o o s e  t o  F o l l o w



Scripture
Matthew 16:24 (NLT) Then Jesus said 
to his disciples, “Whoever wants to 
be my disciple must deny themselves, 
take up their cross and follow me.” 

In the instant that Jesus restored his sight, everything changed for 
Bartimaeus. He could now see, enjoy the beauty of the planet, and work 
to support himself. However, the most important thing that he did was 
“follow Jesus down the road.”

In response to his miracle, Bartimaeus didn’t return to the status quo. He 
didn’t go back to sit by the wayside because that was all he knew. He also 
didn’t simply go on to explore new possibilities, forgetting the person 
who made it possible. 

Rather, Bartimaeus chose to dedicate his newly found sight and newly 
found life, to the one who made it happen. He chose to follow Jesus 
down the road. 

Too often, Jesus shows up and does something awesome in our lives, yet 
we fail to acknowledge him afterward. He can forgive us from sin and 
make eternity possible, and we continue doing the same things we’ve 
always done. He can heal us or provide an amazing opportunity, and we 
re-enter the business of life without leveraging our miracle as a platform 
to show others who he is. 

Jesus doesn’t just want to do a miracle and then never see you again. He 
wants to do a miracle and enter into a deeper relationship with you. One 
of the results of experiencing the miraculous in your life should be to 
desire Jesus more. 

Miracles are not always a one-time, instantaneous event. Miracles often 
unfold in your life as you learn to follow God. As you grow in your 
relationship with Jesus, learn his heart, and transform into his image, 
amazing things start to happen! Who you become, the opportunities you 
discover along the way, and the people you impact are nothing short of 
miraculous. 

It’s not always easy or convenient. Jesus lets us know it will actually be 
the opposite. But miracles unfold as you follow. If you don’t follow Jesus 
down the road, you’ll never know what else he has for you. 

Think About It
Do you only go to Jesus when you 
need something or do you make it 
a priority to follow him every day? 
Implement spending time with him 
as a daily habit and make him your 
number one priority. 


